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Many people find it shocking that I have maintained my skin, respiratory, bone, muscular, and 

nutritional health so well for someone with such a high spinal cord injury. My parents and I did 

not wake up one day knowing exactly how to keep me healthy after being plunged into a 

completely new lifestyle. After the automobile accident left me paralyzed from the neck down in 

1998, my medical team in Tallahassee airlifted my family and me to Jackson Memorial Hospital. 

I received top of the line medical care from expert doctors, nurses, and therapists. These 

individuals are the reason why I am doing so well today. The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis at 

the University of Miami is the reason why I can work with medical professionals specializing in 

spinal cord injuries. Unfortunately, not all families facing life-changing injuries can take 

advantage of the resources at the University of Miami medical campus and Jackson Memorial 

Hospital due to a limited amount of rehabilitation space. Well, that's all about to change 

My boss, the Buoniconti Fund executive director, invited me to experience the Christine E. Lynn 

Rehabilitation Center's groundbreaking for The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis at the University 

of Miami/Jackson Memorial Medical Center firsthand. It was impressive how large of an air-

conditioned tent the directors were able to acquire for this event. Despite the pouring rain 

outside, the entire ceremony went off without a hitch. Upon walking in, a waiter handed me an 

orange juice. He pointed my nurse and me in the direction of bountiful tables lining the walls of 

the front of the tent where you could select a variety of brunch foods catered by the fantastic 

South Beach restaurant Barton G. After stuffing my face. I took my seat for the ceremony in the 

spacious spot specially reserved for individuals in wheelchairs. I was able to see and hear 

everything. 

My good friend Marc Buoniconti spoke about how "Christine has been a true angel to those of us 

suffering from spinal cord and brain injuries. Her support of The Miami Project over the years 

has been a game-changer in terms of catapulting our research, and now rehabilitation, to new 

heights." Together with the overwhelming support of taxpayers who voted for the 830 million 

dollars go into a general obligation bond in 2013 to upgrade the facilities and infrastructure of 

Jackson Memorial Hospital, Christine E. Lynn contributed 25 million dollars to the upcoming 

state-of-the-art rehabilitation center.  

I agree with University of Miami President Donna E. Shalala's statement that "UHealth and 

Jackson provide not only South Florida but the world with first-class health care across all areas 

of medicine." The majority of people treated at Jackson Memorial Hospital have experienced 

some of the world's most challenging injuries. Once it is time for them to graduate from intensive 

care to rehabilitation, they must travel somewhere else to do so. The new Christine E. Lynn 

Rehabilitation Center will take this problematic factor out of the equation altogether. Modeled 
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after some of the nation's leading rehabilitation centers, the Christine E. Lynn Rehabilitation 

Center will combine expert inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation services.  

Not only will this rehabilitation center change the lives of patients treated for various life-

threatening injuries at Jackson Memorial Hospital, but it will also excite people like me living 

with spinal cord injuries. The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis is conducting successful clinical 

trials for acute and chronic spinal cord injuries. Once researchers find the cure for paralysis, 

many disabled people will need a place to go after their life-changing surgery. The Christine E. 

Lynn Rehabilitation Center only emphasizes how close we are to a cure. 

Once the speeches finished, Nick and Marc Buoniconti, Donna E. Shalala, and other dignitaries 

grabbed a blue shovel, put on a blue construction hat, and dug a hole into a long pile of dirt. This 

act symbolized the beginning of the construction of the Christine E. Lynn Rehabilitation Center. 

My favorite part of the ceremony's ending was the explosion of confetti from both sides of the 

tent. In the end, Christine E. Lynn perfectly encompassed the event when she said, "The 

Christine E.  Lynn Rehabilitation Center will be the place where we will help make miracles and 

change lives." 


