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The Fifth Annual Community Open House took place at the Lois Pope LIFE Center, home of 

The Miami Project to Cure Paralysis, last Saturday, April 11th, and I had the pleasure of 

attending for the first time. It was a bit odd to be there with people who were unsure about the 

research and many exciting discoveries at The Miami Project because I am around it almost 

every day, especially while working in administration. I was able to rediscover The Miami 

Project through the eyes of someone learning about the scientific miracles taking place for spinal 

cord injuries for the first time. I was highly impressed by the information given during the event 

and what this educational experience could do for many individuals living with spinal cord 

injuries and their families and friends. 

The day began on the top floor of the Lois Pope LIFE Center. I was astounded by the turnout. 

After everyone got a chance to meet, talk and mingle with each other while enjoying an array of 

refreshments, the auditorium filled up with people hungry for updates on the Miami Project's 

research. Some of the top researchers at The Miami Project are Dr. Levi, Dr. Jagid, Dr. Cowan, 

Dr. Perez, Dr. Thomas, Dr. Dietrich, and Dr. Anderson. Learn more about each researcher on 

The Miami Project's website. Each one lined up on stage to explain and answer anyone's 

questions about the current clinical trials occurring at The Miami Project. It gave me such 

happiness to see so many people with ferocious curiosity about The Miami Project's 

groundbreaking research. You could feel the excitement in the room as everyone's face lit up 

with hope for a cure. 

After a short fifteen-minute break, the auditorium filled with people actively listening to the 

exciting clinical trials process at The Miami Project. The first step of the Schwann cell clinical 

trial, replicating results in animals, was described by Dr. Dietrich. Then, Dr. Lemmon discussed 

the minimum information standards required for SCI experiments, and Dr. Pearse explained the 

preclinical data the FDA needed for human clinical trials. The combination of visuals and clearly 

explained data given by the speakers gave me and the others a clear picture of the human clinical 

trial process. After being involved with The Miami Project for years, I rediscovered this life-

changing organization with even more admiration than before. 

 

Wanting to experience the entire Community Open House, I signed up to tour the research 

facilities conducted at the end of the day. First, the tour led four different groups through the 

Monje lab. Everyone was able to see cells in culture through microscopes. Second, the guide led 

us through the High Content and Ultrascope Labs on the fourth floor. Side note, this part was 

fascinating to me because I have only seen the first, second, and seventh floors of the Lois Pope 

LIFE Center. I always wondered what occurred on the other floors of the building. Third, the 

guide showed us the Atkins lab on the third floor, where we learned about brain surgery and how 

researchers measure brain activity. Last but not least, we ventured down to the first floor to the 

Perez lab to see the different techniques used by researchers to view connections between the 

brain and spinal cord. Even though I usually am drawn to less technical topics, I found each lab's 

scientific side fascinating. The entire day was an eye-opening experience. 

 

https://www.themiamiproject.org/

