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Since 1985, the Great Sports Legends Dinner has been held in New York City to honor 

philanthropic heroes and sports legends that inspire and motivate those affected by spinal cord 

injuries. In middle school, it was finally my time to witness the inspirational event that would 

raise millions of dollars to help me and many others affected by paralysis walk again. I 

remember having the most exciting night a girl my age could imagine. Celebrities and well-

known athletes would push through the crowd to meet me. Large stuffed animals, shiny jewelry, 

and priceless objects lined the walls of beautiful ballrooms, waiting for another bid. Waiters 

placed beautiful and delicious food plates at my spot at a table directly in front of a grand stage. I 

remember going back to my house in Miami afterward with stars in my eyes and hope in my 

heart. 

  

I often tell people that I am occasionally disheartened by the lack of people in the influential 

community, like celebrities and government officials, who care about spinal cord injury research. 

Now and again, it feels like people living with paralysis and their families are the only people 

who empathize with the struggles caused by spinal cord injury. Upon seeing the support given to 

spinal cord injury research by influential legends like Smokey Robinson, Muhammad Ali, and 

Dr. Maya Angelou, I was inspired and immediately uplifted by the prospect of finding a cure for 

paralysis. 

 

Since its inception, the Great Sports Legends Dinner has raised millions of dollars for The Miami 

Project's spinal cord injury research programs. I feel sad when I meet people online with spinal 

cord injuries worldwide and learn that they live without hope or knowledge of how close The 

Miami Project is to finding a cure for paralysis. My first experience at the Great Sports Legends 

Dinner inspired me to spread the word and give thousands of people like me hope. 

  

Whether you live with paralysis or go about your day on your own two feet, my advice for this 

year and all the years to come is to support groundbreaking fundraisers like the Great Sports 

Legends Dinner and make a difference in the lives of those struggling with paralysis. Even small 

things can go a long way. I also recommend for everyone to attend one of the Sports Legends 

Dinners in the future. You will experience a night filled with glamor, legendary athletes, and 

celebrities. You will witness inspirational acts of donations changing the lives of people living 

with spinal cord injuries, bringing The Miami Project and Buoniconti Fund one step closer to 

finding a cure. Please go to the website to find out how to attend the Great Sports Legends 

Dinner and support spinal cord injury research. It will surely be an evening to remember! 

https://www.themiamiproject.org/

